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in her compound, including another
Spaniard.

“I think we are all becoming friends
now,” she noted. “It’s good because my
community is really nice. Everyone is
helping each other and sharing food,
sharing everything. I'm happy.”

Montes, who lives alone, revealed that
basic food supplies are ensured in her
community as the local government
gives residents food several times.

But she had been yearning for diet
coke. Then, one day a Peruvian friend
was able to get out of her compound
when the lockdown there was lifted
and became a precautionary zone. She
found some Pepsi zero-sugar coke and
brought it to Montes’ neighborhood.

Montes also celebrated a very spe-
cial birthday on April 11 — under
lockdown.

“For me, my birthday is a big day and
I always celebrate it like a party,” she
stated. “I wasn’t expecting much this
year. I wasn't expecting flowers or any
feast. But it was so much fun and it was
good because I got surprises.”

A friend who lives in the same build-
ing but was locked down in her office
managed to get flowers for her.

“At this time, when it is difficult to get
anything, she got me flowers. I was so
happy,” Montes gushed.

“I also had many phone calls from my
friends around the world. Nowadays,
instead of calling you, people generally
send messages. But this time because I
was in lockdown, everyone was calling
me to wish me happy birthday. It was
cool.”

Before midnight that day, Melinda
knocked on her door and asked her to
check the chair outside. Surprisingly,
she saw a small cake and candles pre-
pared by neighbors.

“That was really amazing,” she said.
“I had everything. I had a cake, I had
candles, I had flowers. It was great. I
was so happy.”

Student volunteers

At Fudan University, about 30 interna-
tional students have been volunteering
to serve fellow students since campuses
were put under closed-loop management
on March 13. At the beginning, students
were asked to stay inside their dormi-
tory to prevent virus transmission.

Since the pandemic outbreak in early
2020, most international students of
Fudan have been stuck in their home
countries, taking courses online. Now
there are about 300 students living on
Fudan campuses.

The volunteers, in red vests with
“Fudan University International Student

Volunteer Service Team” printed on
the back, do a lot of work daily, rang-
ing from distributing meals and daily
supplies to disinfecting the stairs and
corridors, and coordinating nuclear
acid testing.

Koei Enomoto, a Japanese undergrad-
uate student from the Department of
Environment Science and Engineering,
served as a volunteer on campus back
in early 2020 when the university was
put under closed-loop management for
the first time.

“I'm always ready to help others,” Eno-
moto asserted.

The majority of residents in his build-
ing are girls. When they told him they
were almost out of drinking water and
needed seven bottles of 5-gallon water,
he helped with the purchase and de-
livered the water by himself to their
doorsteps.

Tikumporn Taprick, a Thai under-
graduate student from the Department
of Chinese Language and Literature, is
also a timely helper.

“Sometimes I'm in the middle of an
online class. ThenIwill record the class
and ask the lecturer or my classmates
later about the part I don’t get. It really
makes me a happier person when I help
others,” he said.

Molua Njumbe Smith Ikome, a Camer-
oonian PhD student from the School of
International Relations and Public Af-
fairs, has been helping maintain order
during on-site nuclear acid testing in
the north residential quarters of the
university’s Handan Campus.

He spoke highly of the collaboration
between Chinese and international stu-
dent volunteers.

“Just seeing the level of commitment
and hard work of my peers makes me
proud to be a Fudan volunteer,” he
remarked. “I'd like to applaud all rel-
evant departments for their unwavering
expertise and dedication toward com-
bating the virus.”

Among international students living
off-campus, Nikita Shilov, a Russian PhD
student from the School of Economics,
is now helping in his residential com-
munity as a volunteer.

A fewweeks ago, he contacted his com-
munity leader to ask what he could do to
help. Since then, he has been knocking
on the doors of his neighbors, deliver-
ing antigen testing kits and essential
supplies.

“At first, people were quite surprised
to hear my accent as I was fully covered
in a protective suit and they couldn’t tell
I was a foreigner. But now, everyone in
the community knows me,” he said in
a happy and proud tone.
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A friend gets flowers
for Montes while
neighbors give

her a piece of cake
and candles on her
birthday on April 11.

Raquel Sanchez Montes
celebrates her birthday
| with handmade glasses.




